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In its second year as a project, Project Nicaragua had much success.  Dedicated individuals partnered with a committed organization to achieve the ambitious goals. Fundraisers were organized and executed, gaining much support and momentum as each day progressed.  A cinnamon bun sale was held at the University of Calgary, a dinner function at Lucky Lounge and an annual Battle of the Bands Concert paved the way for initiatives by the Rotaract Club. Other significant contributions were from the Rotary Club at various lunch functions, personal sponsorship and the sponsorship of the “Nicaractor” group.  The goal of $7 000 was surpassed and we managed to raise over  $10 000 toward the project.

An important aspect of Project Nicaragua is awareness amongst our fellow students and community.  Key to this component was the Water Awareness Campaign held at the end of November.  Awareness booths were set up by the Center for Affordable Water and Sanitation Technology (CAWST), The City of Calgary Waterworks, Engineers Without Borders, Water and Aids, Rotaract and Good for You Water Corp, a local bottle water vendor.  The highlight of the day was the memorial that was held whereby a donated flower was dropped every 8 seconds to symbolize a water related death in the world due to water related diseases.  There were various forms of media covering the event, from the campus newspapers, to radio networks, to Global news that contributed to the distance that the awareness traveled.  Overall, over 75 000 people were affected by the Water Awareness Campaign.

Another educational aspect of the project unfolded as the project became more developed.  A group of students took interest in volunteering their Reading Week in the middle of February to come to Nicaragua to experience first hand what it felt like to participate in something of this nature.  11 students made the cut and with the money out of their pocket donated a week of their time and muscles to making someone’s life a little better.  A grueling work schedule was upheld and cultural events were arranged for the evenings.  The students put their hearts into the work that they were doing and learned many things from the experience.  Appreciation of the quality of our Canadian lives and the stark realization in seeing how happy someone can be that does without are some of the testimony that came out of the group.  The group was so rewarding that we are going to pursue it again next year.  

While in Nicaragua, Lyndsey (Rotaract Club member and the Director of the project) was interviewed by the region’s radio station and feature program.  The interview discussed some of the technology that is available to people (note: even the poorest regions have access to battery powered radio and it is their main source of information) and talked about why the group was down there promoting health and sanitation, More than 35 000 people were tuned in listening to the interview. 

Below is a brief numerical summary of what was accomplished this year:

Ecofogones:
27 stoves donated
216 people affected

$1574 UDS/1825 CND spent

Preschool:
Sustained for one more year
Painted
Purchased supplies for the 8 registered students
Paid the bi-monthly wage to the teacher
$955.22 CND spent

Bathrooms:
10 donated
80 people affected
$1762 USD/$2039 CND spent

Filters:
Established a filter program
20 donated
160 people affected
$1557 USD/$1801 CND spent

Success was had in Nicaragua this year as the fundraising goals were met and exceeded.  The nature of the project grew to include major educational elements and the community projects were exceptional.  The project will be going into its third year and fundraising for the upcoming goals is already underway.  The entitlement to basic human needs is our main inspiration and motivation for the ever growing Project Nicaragua.  
Over 110 000 people were educated on health and sanitation issues around the world

Over 464 people were affected by one of the four elements of the project

